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PRESIDENTíS MESSAGE
By David Velderman, PBD

This has been a very busy winter and spring for AIBD Michigan.  Read other articles in this newsletter for our
activity. Hopefully it has been busy for you as well ñ in a good way.

Our newsletter heading (and all future communications paperwork) has changed to include ìResidential Design
Specialistsî, so as to be in concert with our 1950 national heritage, and to more easily identify to anyone reading our
newsletter the simple purpose of our organization. Stay tuned for more uses of this theme, as we gain more exposure nationally
and locally in Michigan, including mailings and other PR ventures.  Please feel free to sell and use this concept in all of your
communications and, most importantly, use the AIBD logo in all of your communications for Professional and Certified
Building Designers, with anyone you come in contact with--clients, building departments, vendors etc. It promotes you and
AIBD.

With this focus to our roots, please remember that we are the specialists of residential design. Most all of us joined
AIBD because that is our focus for all or a majority of our design projects. You demonstrated such skills to become a Certified
Professional or Professional Building Designer in this organization. We focus on education, seminars, conferences, vendor
associations, and building designer associations--all from the residential design perspective.  WE (as a collection of experts)
AND YOU,  ARE RESIDENTIAL DESIGN SPECIALISTS. If you are certified, be proud that you have demonstrated all of
these skills to the utmost in residential design, with a nationally focused certification.

Michigan AIBD is beginning a campaign that is taking this as our mission statement, publicly to every contact our
organization has, with high standards of you and your clients first.  AIBD-MI  is ìour members firstî with self promotion only
for the greater collection of the residential design specialists we represent.   We are beginning a marketing surge for the next
2 years that will be focusing on these expert skills through advertising, media flyers and interaction with all future contacts.
We are also offering seminars, conferences, and coaching to obtain nationally recognized certifications for our members.  We
emphasize the joy of design, while giving you the tools to keep your skill and integrity at the highest standard.

With this comes a large responsibility and expectation of our organization (AIBD-MI and AIBD Nationally) and of
you!  We expect you to always live to AIBDís highest Design Standards for Residential Design, the HIGHEST ethical
standards in your treatment of other construction personnel, and most importantly with your clients.  Remember, a dissatisfied
client reflects poorly not only on you but all of us in this organization. These are not standards that we take lightly in AIBD
and have voted you into AIBD because of your demonstration to-date of those high standards. Please keep that in mind the
next time you get rushed, sleep deprived or are in the middle of a non-resolution of design. Standards, specifically residentially
focused, are what we are all about!  Use them to your (and our) advantage in helping you.  Thank you for the excellence you
have demonstrated.  Keep it up--with a lot of success.

Congratulations to 2 of our members for winning a total of 4 awards (2 for Wayne Visbeen and 2 for Michael
Klement) and to AIBD-MI for winning the ìLeading Society in Membership Recruitmentî award at the 2006 AIBD National
Conference!

For those who love crossword puzzles, one has been provided by a new
member--Dr. Ibrahim Vaid.  As it is too large to put in this newsletter, we have put it
on our website for you to download.  The answer sheet is there as well.  Those
devoted to crossword puzzles will probably download the answers after the fact.  Go
to the Members Section at www.aibdmi.com.  Thanks to Ibrahim for contributing
this fun tidbit!  Happy crossword puzzling!

How YOU see your house (contíd)A TREAT FROM OUR WEBSITE



House Bill 5874
This makes it ìa felony (3rd offense) for unlicensed individuals doing/approving design work that requires a license

for Design in the State of Michiganî.  This Bill is supported by AIA-MI (American Institute of Architects-Michigan)  and
MSPE (Michigan Society of Professional Engineers).  This Bill is set for the third reading as amended by the AIBD-MI
Legislative Committee (see summary on the AIBD-MI website) and agreed to by default by the AIA-MI, and MSPE
representatives.  This Billís purpose is to increase the penalty for unlicensed activity, particularly as it applies to architecture.
It has been amended to include a definition of ìResidential Building Designerî, which was submitted by the AIBD-MI
Legislative Committee and is presently agreed to by the AIA-MI and the MSPE representatives.  It reads:  ìResidential
Building Design. As used in this subdivision, ëresidential building designí means the rendering of residential design services
for a detached 1 and 2 family residence building by a person exempted from the requirements of section 2012".  The vote in
the House will most likely take place and is expected to pass when the legislative session resumes, after which it will move to
the Senate for approval. Anyone who practices architecture without a license is already guilty of a misdemeanor infraction
and will, under this proposed law, be guilty of a felony (3rd offense).  It is believed that the effect will strengthen the standards
of our industry, and the AIBD-MI Legislative Committee will promote the passage of this Bill provided the definition of
Residential Building Designer remains in the Bill.

House Bill 5908
This is a bill to give unlimited design/construction capabilities to anyone licensed in the state of Michigan.  This Bill

is worded that any person with a license under Article 24 of the Michigan Occupational Code has the right to design/build a
home.  Currently the accepted law in Michigan is that a homeowner has the right to design and construct any size home they
desire for their personal use, without requiring a builderís license.  This comes from the history of a person to obtain and do
with their property as they best see fit; thus promoting land/home ownership; all under the long accepted concept of
ìhomesteadingî.  This Bill is supported by the MAHB (Michigan Association of Home Builders) as they believe that they are
qualified to construct homes better than homeowners, and should also be allowed to due to their expertise.  It is the opinion of
this editor that this Bill is not likely to go anywhere for the following reasons:  1) It attacks the ìhomesteadingî concept of
acquiring and doing with a piece of property as you see fit (as long as health and welfare of the community are not threatened);
and 2) It is worded such that any person, with a license of any kind from the State of Michigan, has the right to design/build
a home--some of these are swimming pool installers, painters and decorators.  We will follow this as it sees activity in the
legislature.

Senate Bill 631 / 632
This is a bill that addresses licensed builder issues, responding to the State of Michiganís concern about builders

being the #1 complaint industry by consumers.  This would increase buildersí fees (again) for licensing, code books and the
builder enforcement funds.  This also would increase penalties for practicing without a license, require restitution,  have a 3
year license with  pre-licensing course study requirements, require 21 CEUís over 3 years for builders, and that all complaints
by consumers must be filed within 18 months of owner occupancy. I believe that this might satisfy a small number of concerns
by the government but no data is available that it would actually reduce
complaints in the building industry.  I expect that  further work will be
done on this Bill before it is moved forward, but it most likely wonít
address the industry competency to the extent needed for
consumer satisfaction.

I hope this gives you a summary of influences in your
profession.  We will keep you informed as we follow their progress.

How BUYERS
see your house

(contíd)

LEGISLATIVE STATUS
By David Velderman

(This article is the personal observation of the author and does not necessarily
reflect AIBD-MIís official position.  It is highly recommended that you go to

http://www.legislature.mi.gov for your own understanding.)

AIBD-MI Legislative Committee, along with other valuable member assistance,
has been addressing all of the impacts of known, introduced Michigan legislative bills
that could potentially impact our design business--depending on their application,
enforcement and interpretation. These bills are:



If Residential Designers Had
To Work Like Programmers....

Dear Residential Designer:
Please design and build me a house.  I am not

quite sure of what I need, so you should use your
discretion.  My house should have between 2 and 45
bedrooms.  Just make sure the plans are such that the
bedrooms can be easily added or deleted.  When you
bring the blueprints to me, I will make the final decision
of what I want.  Also, bring me the cost breakdown
for each configuration so that I can arbitrarily pick
one.

Keep in mind that the house I ultimately
choose must cost less than the one I am currently living
in.  Make sure, however, that you correct all the
deficiencies that exist in my current house (the floor
of my kitchen vibrates when I walk across it, and the
walls donít have nearly enough insulation in them).

As you design, also keep in mind that I want
to keep yearly maintenance costs as low as possible.
This should mean the incorporation of extra-cost
features like aluminum, vinyl or composite siding.  (If
you choose not to specify aluminum, be prepared to
explain your decision in detail.)  Please take care that
modern design practices and the latest materials are
used in construction of the house, as I want it to be a
showplace for the most up-to-date ideas and methods.  Be alerted, however, that kitchen should be designed to accommodate,
among other things, my 1952 Gibson refrigerator.

To insure that you are building the correct house for our entire family, make sure you contact each of our children,
and also our in-laws.  My mother-in-law will have very strong feelings about how the house should be designed, since she
visits us at least once a year.  Make sure that you weigh all these options carefully and come to the right decision.  I, however,
retain the right to overrule any choices that you make.  Please donít bother me with small details right now.  Your job is to
develop the overall plans for the house:  get the big picture.  At this time, for example, it is not appropriate to be choosing the
color of the carpet.  However, keep in mind that my wife likes blue.  Also, do not worry at this time about acquiring the
resources to build the house itself.  Your first priority is to develop detailed plans and specifications.  Once I approve these
plans, however, I would expect the house to be under roof within 48 hours.

While you are designing this house specifically for me, keep in mind that sooner or later I will have to sell it to
someone else.  It therefore should have appeal to a wide variety of potential buyers.  Please make sure before you finalize the
plans that there is a consensus of the population in my area that they like the features this house has.  I advise you to run up
and look at my neighborís house he constructed last year.  We like it a great deal.  It has many features that we would also like
in our new home, particularly the 75-foot swimming pool.  With careful engineering, I believe that you can design this into our
new house without impacting the final cost.

Please prepare a complete set of blueprints.  It is not necessary at this time to do the real design, since they will be
used only for construction bids.  Be advised, however, that you will be held accountable for any increase of construction costs
as a result of later design changes.

You must be thrilled to be working on such an interesting project as this!  To be able to use the latest techniques and
materials and to be given such freedom in your designs is something that canít happen very often.  Contact me as soon as
possible with your complete ideas and plans.
PS:  My wife just told me that she disagrees with many of the instructions Iíve given you in this letter.  As a residential
designer, it is your responsibility to resolve these differences.  I have tried in the past and have been unable to accomplish this.
If you canít handle this responsibility, I will have to find another design professional.
PPS:  Perhaps what I need is not a house at all, but a travel trailer.  Please advise me as soon as possible if this is the case.

Maybe youíve received a letter similar to this
one Lynne Coulter sent in.



He is a graduate of the University of Michiganís Architectural programs--B.S and M.S.--but this tells such a very
small story.  He is also a great lover of the Arts--all of the arts, but especially drawing and dance.  It was a pleasant surprise
to learn he also attended the School of Dance at U of M.  His love of residential design blossomed when he worked for Tivadar
Balogh in the Ann Arbor area, along with being influenced by the work of the architect David Osler.  Most all of us have a
story about a mentor that enhanced the direction we went in life.  Michaelís was refreshing and inspiring to hear.  Make sure
you take the opportunity to hear it when you next see him.

Michael has lived in various locations:  from Grand Blanc, Michigan, to California and New York.  All of these led
him to his current locale, with a family, in Ann Arbor, Michigan--a very interesting route indeed!

FEATURE DESIGNER PROFILE

There are two very important
things I admire about Michael and his work.
One is his love of the arts (as well as
architecture of ALL kinds) and his passion
to use it in his work.  His design and
interaction with clients lead to the end result
of achieving excellent customer relations;
which is very, very important to him.

This newsletterís featured designer is a fairly new member
and a great reminder of why our organization exists--FOR THE
LOVE OF DOING RESIDENTIAL DESIGN!  Michael was a
joy to interview and was refreshing to me of why I do this work.

The second thing I admire about Michael is his love of residential architecture.  With all of his training and disciplines, his
love IS residential architecture.  Please take a close look at the work he does and you will see the wonderful detail that makes
his residential design projects a joy to look at.  This to me is being an icon for us in AIBD.  I imagine his customers feel the
same.

Architectural Resource, LLC
1220 Jewett Street, Suite C, Ann Arbor, MI  48104

Phone/fax: 734-769-9784
e-mail:  mklement@architecturalresource.com

Michael Klement, AIA

2006 FALL CONFERENCE - GRAND RAPIDS
Mark your calendar for the Fall Conference starting Thursday (early

evening) October 5 thru Saturday October 7, held at the Ramada Inn in downtown
Grand Rapids. Ramada room rates will be $79 per night. Mike Lotterman has
arranged for a Heritage Home Historical tour as part of the Grand Rapids Builder
Home Tour. The theme of this conference is ìAging in Placeî.  Mike Lotterman
and Jan Lyndrup are doing a great job in setting up the conference details.

 Like the Detroit conference, the new format will be utilized:  a Thursday
evening dinner, auction, vendor interaction, and exciting prizes. You wonít want to
miss this conference!  Watch for our upcoming flyer or visit www.aibdmi.com.

How a LENDER
sees your house (contíd)

What I also like about Michael is his desire to be intereste d and balanced in all areas of his life.  He ironically started
out in biomedical engineering, passed through artistic drawings and dance, and then on to architecture.  I also like and am
thankful that he is part of our organization,  showing by example and reminding us why we all do residential design and what
we continually aspire to--excellence of residential design with excellent integrity and satisfied customers.  I hope that our
organization returns the same to him.  Congratulations Michael for winning 2 awards at the 2006 AIBD National Design
Competition!



AN AFFORDABLE HOUSE STARTS WITH A COST-CONSCIOUS DESIGN
By Fernando Pagés Ruiza

Fine HomeBuilding, August/September 2005

[All rights to Mr. Ruiza (a builder in Lincoln, NE), Fine Homebuilding, and Taunton Press

The following is an exerpt from Mr. Ruizaís book, Building An Affordable House]

Building a house on a budget isnít a matter of just being frugal on the job site. Economy must be built into a project
from the foundation up, not added as an afterthought.  Instead of working backwards to save money on a desirable floor plan,
start by sketching the first draft of your plan using a palette of cost-cutting options that virtually ensures efficiency.

Belt-tightening design principles can help you to nail down a cost effective blueprint no matter what architectural
style you choose.  Once you know the basics of cost-conscious design, you can bend the rules and add pizzazz where it counts,
creating maximum aesthetic effect at a minimum cost.

Optimize The Shape to Build a Better Box

The shell of the home refers to the foundation, roof, and exterior walls. These components determine the basic cost of
a home more directly than the size and distribution of interior rooms.  Thatís why I always begin by designing the exterior
shell, not the floor plan.  Of the shellís three components, the roof and foundation are the most expensive.  So the more living
area you contain in a given footprint, the lower the cost. (Thatís why a two-story house costs less to build than a one-story
house of the same square footage.)  However, itís also true that by limiting the total area of exterior walls on the house, you
reduce the amount of additional foundation, framing, insulation, siding, and other components that make up the exterior walls,
an expensive element.

If you start by thinking of a house as a simple box, youíll find that a cube yields the highest floor-to-wall ratio. In
other words, it provides the smallest area of exterior surface to cover a given living space.  The equation becomes more
complex when you factor in the lengths of standard building materials.  Once you get beyond a 32 ft. square, certain rectangles
become a better option because you can use off-the-shelf framing materials for roof and floor spans.

Designing on a Grid Reduces Waste

Studs and plywood, among other building materials, come in multiples of 4 ft. to accommodate traditional 16 in. on-
center components like trusses, which lay out on 24 in. units.  Because 4 ft. and 2 ft. dimensions work interchangeably, the
planning grid that accommodates the widest range of building materials, from foundation through finish, is a 2 ft. by 2 ft.
module. However, if you make sure that the depth of the house (the dimension parallel to the joists) remains a multiple of 4 ft.,
youíll maximize the conventional joist spans and reduce sheathing waste.

To maximize payback of the grid system, every window, door, stairway, cabinet, wall intersection, and other building
components must be designed on the same module.  As long as the floor, wall, and roof members fall on the same module
layout, loads are transferred efficiently from the roof to
the footings.  When stairways, windows, and other
openings are placed on module, you interrupt the fewest
framing members and eliminate the need for structural
redundancies and big headers.

Locate large openings, such as garage entries and
patio doors, in non-bearing gable ends to minimize the
header and wall framing requirements.

Along bearing walls that run perpendicular to roof
framing, you can reduce framing material by using
standard windows 4 ft. wide or less.  Make sure to stack
at least one side of the opening on stud layout from floor-
to-floor even if the windows end up slightly off center in
the room.



Ratios help to evaluate floor plans

Once youíve completed a first draft sketch of the house, a room by room analysis of interior spaces will identify the
houseís strengths and weaknesses.  As with the exterior shell, the relationship between floor area and total lineage footage of
interior walls tells a lot about the homeís efficiency.  A higher floor-to-interior wall ratio represents a more efficient design. As
you reduce the overall size of the house, seek to provide utility within each square foot of space.  For instance, if the house is
designed with long diagonal views, well placed windows and no extraneous walls, it will feel spacious and airy, even without
a vestibule tall enough to accommodate a pet giraffe.

Although you need to move from room to room, hallways and circulation areas should be considered expensive,
wasted space.  A 2000 S.F. house with 400 S.F. in the halls is actually smaller than an 1800 S.F. design with 100 S.F. of
hallways.  Ideally, the percentage of your devoted-to-passageways shouldnít exceed 6%, and anything above 9% represents
unnecessary waste.

The language of cost conscious design requires comprehensive knowledge of homebuilding, from concrete to carpet.
Even as you whittle away expenses, donít forget that price is only part of the equation.  After you design the bottom line,
review your plan, and make sure that it has lovable traits.  Never underestimate the power of aesthetics.  Donít overdo it, but
always make a strategic investment in sex appeal.

Affordable Design Checklist

* Calculate the floor-to-footprint ratio by diving living area by the footprint.  Efficient designs have a ratio between
1.5 to 1 and 2 to 1.

*  Calculate the floor-to-exterior wall ratio by dividing living area by linear feet of exterior wall.  Efficient designs
have a ratio of 8.24 or better.

ï Calculate the circulation area within the house. Hallways in efficiently designed houses do not exceed 6% of
finished floor space.

ï Roof and floor spans should accommodate 2 x 10 joists and 2 x 6 rafters at 24 in. on-center

ï Roof and floor dimensions should accommodate a 4 ft. module in width and breadth to optimize the use of 4 ft. x 8
ft. sheathing.

ï At least 70% of the windows should conform to a standard size, such as 4 ft. by 4 ft. or 3 ft. x 5 ft.

ï Openings wider than 4 ft. should be only on gable end walls and interior non load-bearing walls to avoid large
expensive headers.

ï Align window and door openings to a 24 in. on-center framing module.

ï Group mechanical systems in the center of the house to minimize duct runs, piping, and electrical  feeds.



DATES OF INTEREST FOR THE DESIGN PROFESSIONAL
7/15 ñ 10/22/06 Frank Lloyd Wright ìHouse Beautifulî Tour, Boise Art Museum, Boise, ID

Subject:  FLW Techniques To Use In Design  www.franklloydwright.org
8/03 - 8/05/06 Southeastern Builders Conference, NAHB, Orange County Convention Center,

Orlando, FL  www.sebcshow.com or 800-895-7322
8/06 - 8/09/06 Energy 2006, Hyatt Regency Hotel, Chicago, IL   Subject:  Energy Design Efficiency

Workshops and Expo  www.energy2006.net
9/17 - 9/30/06 2006 ICC Annual Conference, Coronado Springs Resort, Orlando, FL

Subject:  ICC Code Meetings  www.abm.iccsafe.org
10/05 - 10/07/06 AIBD Michigan Fall Conference, Ramada Inn, Downtown Grand Rapids, MI

www.aibdmi.com
10/15 - 10/20/06 Solar Power 2006 Conference and Expo, San Jose, CA

 www.solarpowerconference.com
10/18 - 10/21/06 NAHB Remodeling Show, McCormick Place, Chicago, IL

www.theremodelingshow.com
11/05 - 11/09/06 American Concrete Institute International Conference, Denver, CO  Subject: Overlay

And Use Of Architectural Decorative Concrete Systems  www.concrete.org
11/15 - 11/17/06 Greenbuild 2006 International Conference and Expo, Colorado Convention Center,

Denver, CO  Subject: Sustainable And Green Building Designing www.greenbuildexpo.org
2/07 - 2/10/07 NAHB International Builders Show and Expo, Orange County Community Center,

Orlando, FL  www.buildershow.com
3/03 - 5/27/07 Frank Lloyd Wright ìHouse Beautifulî Tour, Alden B. Dow Museum, Midland, MI

Subject:  FLW Techniques To Use In Design  www.franklloydwright.org

DESIGN COMPETITIONS - REFERENCES
1. www.deathbyarch.com 4.  www.residentialarchitect.com
2. www.architectureweek.com/cgi-bin/calendar.cgi?type=d&2006-07-05 5.  www.aibd.org
3. www.pushpullbar.com/forums/archive/index.php/t-2959.html

Classic idea:Classic idea:Classic idea:Classic idea:Classic idea:
Creating a kitchenCreating a kitchenCreating a kitchenCreating a kitchenCreating a kitchen

that really cooks.that really cooks.that really cooks.that really cooks.that really cooks.

PPPPPowerful BBBBBrands
IIIIInnovative PPPPProducts
CCCCConsumer IIIIInsight
TTTTTargeted SSSSServices

insideadvantage.com

ModernModernModernModernModern

Designing a kitchen for passionate cooks no
longer means choosing between best-in-class
appliances and the best-looking suite.  The new
KitchenAid Architect Series II offers your clients
premium appliances that marry culinary-inspired
features with clean, purposeful design.

Call 800-253-3977.

interpretation:interpretation:interpretation:interpretation:interpretation:



HAVE YOU
TRIED...?
Take time to read and

reflect on recent projects you
have completed to see how much
you helped the homeowner save
in money and time for their
project.  This is a good “basics”
for us to be reminded of
regularly. These principals can be
used no matter the size of the
home and still give a great home.
There are some additional design
procedures, principals and tactics
that will save on material counts
and labor costs which
significantly reduce materials
($5-10,000 actual cost--a savings
for sure) by using a design
procedural change.  More in a
future article.

A Strategic Planning Seminar was sponsored by AIBD-MI on Friday June 2, 2006 at the Ramada Inn Courtyard
Hotel, Detroit, Michigan.  This all-day seminar was the first in a series of seminars and was set up to specifically assist design
companies improve their profitability and streamline their expertise.  The series was set up with AIBD National and other
state organizations.  This was sponsored/partially subsidized by AIBD-MI to assist our members in becoming more successful.
Attendees were very pleased with the results, leaving with greater clarity and tools that they could implement.  David Velderman
attended the second seminar of the series, “Sales and Marketing”, held July 18, 2006 in Tuscon, AZ.  With enough interest we
will schedule one in Michigan.

Tarnow Door, Inc.
23701 Halsted Rd, Farmington Hills, MI  48335

248-478-9060               www.tarnowdoors.com

Mackinac Island
for  the AIBD

National Conference
We are requesting all our

members to assist in influencing
the National Conference
Committee to have the 2009
National Conference at
Mackinac Island.  If ALL  of us
complete the survey, requesting
Mackinac Island, in the up-
coming August/September
Design Lines magazine, then one
of Michigan’s best examples of
our state could be showcased.
An e-mail will be sent upon
receipt of that magazine asking
you again for your assistance.

A microscopic coating of titanium dioxide (TiO2) is
applied and bonded to the exterior glass surface

during the glass manufacturing process.
When sunlight activates the coating, it loosens dirt,

dust and organic material.
When water comes in contact with activated glass,

dirt, dust and organic material is washed away
leaving the glass virtually spot-free.

THE BUSINESS OF DESIGN SEMINAR


